
COMING REGULATIONS
RELATIVE TO SHIP’S BALLAST WATER



WHAT IS AT STAKE?
• Introducing unwanted species, 

noxious for marine life:
• Can severely affect coastal 

ecosystems:
• Loss of biodiversity by native 

species elimination/replacement

• Induccing heavy or total mortality 
of most organisms by toxin 
produccing algal blooms

• Aquaculture or fisheries destroyed

• Introducing unwanted species, noxious
for human health

• Severe damages on  public health : 
seafood consumers sick or dead

• Consequently complete collapse of  
seafood market in affected area, more 
or less durable, depending damage

• Can be bacteria (V.cholerae) or toxin 
produccing algae( Dinophysis, 
Alexandrium…)





A 868 IMO Resolution (1997)
• First international attempt to deal with the problem

• Recommendation for exchanging ballast water on high seas: coastal living 
organisms unable to survive there

• Problems: 1) exchange on high sea not always possible, due to short travels 
and close proximmity of coasts                                                          
2) not mandatory (just a recommendation) 
3) not completely efficient (95% maximum)

• Due to  harsh national regulations to come in some countries (Australia…), a 
more stringent  international step had to be made

• This led to IMO Convention in 2004 



The BALLAST WATER CONVENTION
GENERAL

• References were multiple:   International maritime law (United Nations, 
1982), Biodiversity Convention(1992),Precaution principle(Rio, 1995), 
sustainable development (Mondial submit, 2002), IMO A 774 and A 868 
resolutions, Environment, human health, goods and resources preservation, …

• The 22 articles  : definitions, general obligations,application, control of 
harmful aquatic organisms, sediments reception, survey-certification, 
inspection of ships, undue delays, cooperation, communication, ratification, 
entry in force…                                                       



The BALLAST WATER CONVENTION
ANNEXES

• Regulations A: definitions,general application, exceptions, exemptions

• Regulations B: BW management plan, BW log book, Bwexchange, sediment 
management

• Regulations C: special requiremens in certain areas(warnings BW uptake in 
certain areas

• Regulations D: standards for BW management;1 exchange standard, 
2performance standard, 3approval for BW management systems, 4prototypes, 
5review of standards

• RegulationsE: surveys, certificates



The BALLAST WATER CONVENTION
DEADLINES



Source: Ballast 
water scoping study; 
Det Norske Veritas



PORT’S POSITION
• Responsibility of ports could be retained in case of Environmental and/or 

economical damages related to invasive or noxious species introductions, 
perhaps sharing responsibility with shipowners

• Solution for ports: take all the possible meansto avoid organisms 
introductions: controls on arriving ships, risk areas databases, ashore treatment 
for non equiped or non complyant ships paid by ecotaxes

• Find a way to deal with Ballast sediments(contaminated by cysts)
• Solution for ship users and shipowners: give to port authorities the maximum 

information on ballast management practices during travel (the best way 
is the electronic form of ballast log book, including location  and date of the 
ballasting operations), equip the ships with treatment system(s), invest funds 
on treatment systems research to help designer and industry.





Source: Lloyd’s 
Register 2008 report



When the Convention will enter in force
WAR TO INVASIVE SPECIES

This is not the End

This not even the beginning of the End

But this is surely the end of the beginning

Winston CHURCHILL




